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% Vindication” of Mrs. GuxNING. 


Ne circumſtance has occurred in the variegated cir- 
cle of Faſhion, for a long ſeries of years, that has 
excited the public attention, in ſo high a degree, as the 
recent diſſentions which have prevailed in the family of 
General Gunning.—To ſee a young lady, in the bloom 
of youth and beauty, baniſhed from the houſe of him 
whom Nature had deſigned for her protector to ſee the 
parent become the accuſer of his child the huſband, of 
his wife—was to witneſs a ſpectacle of ſo ſtrange and ſin- 
gular an aſpect, as could not fail to work, in either ſex, 
on every paſſion of the mind. The malignant ſneer of 
Revenge has been excited—the benevolent tear of Pity 
has been moved—and the rancorous ſmile has been raiſed 
on the diſtorted features of Envy, To gratify a curioſity, 
in all reſpects natural—in many laudable—we have inveſ- 
tigated, as far as in us lay, the labyrinths of this niyſterious 
tranſaction; and though, from the contradictory nature of 
thoſe materials with which we have been ſupplied, we can- 
not boaſt of our ability to furniſh a complete and ſatisfactory 


narrative; yet may we ſafely affirm, that our attempts at 
8 B | eluci- 


3 


elucidation have been ſo far ſucceſsful, as to afford our 
Readers a proper Standard of Belief, to enable them to 
diſcriminate, in a certain degree, between candour and 
fraud; and, to diſtinguiſh the objects of rejection from 
thoſe of admiſſion. 5 

General Gunning is brother to the Miſs Gunnings, 
who, towards the middle of this century, were ſo july 
remarked for the ſplendour of their beauty, and the ſin- 


gular felicity of their fortune. 


Every one muſt recollect that, from an obſcure ſitua- 
tion in Ireland, they attained to an elevated ſphere in this 
country a ſphere which they embelliſhed by their charms, 
and which one of them honoured by the N of her 
conduct. One of theſe ladies married the Earl of Coventry; 
the other became wife to the late Duke of Hamilton, by) 
whom ſhe had the preſent Duke; and, on his death, eſpouſed 
the Duke of Argyle; ſhe is, conſequently, mother to the 
preſent Marquis of Lorn.— To this latter connection is 
General Gunning indebted for the rank he now holds in 
the army, and the regiment he commands. About three- 
and-twenty years ago, the General married a Miſs 
Minifie, either one ef the authoreſes of, or ſiſter to the 
ladies of that name, who wrote Barford-Abbey, and ſome 
other productions in the novel line : by her he had the 
Miſs ing, who has, unfortunately, become the topic 
of public converſation, and is, therefore, the heroine of 
theſe Memoirs. 1 | 1k 

That this young lady, who, with the perſonal accom- 
pliſhments of her celebrated relations, poſſeſſes a mind en- 
dued with much ornamental and ſubſtantial excellence, 
ſhould attract the attention of numerous admirers, is b 
no means a matter of wonder; — that men of the highe 
rank, too, ſhould regard her with looks of affection, is 
natural, and, therefore, eaſy of belief. In the latter claſs, 
we are given to underſtand, were the Marquis of Bland- 
ford, ſon to the Duke of Marlborough, and the Marquis 
of Lorn, the lady's couſin; the laſt, from the frequent 
viits of Miſs Gunning, at the houſe of his father, may 
be ſuppoſed to have had every opportunity which a —_ 

3 caul 


131 
could deſire for ingratiating himſelf into the good graces 
of his miſtreſs; yet the former appears to have been more 
ſucceſsful in his endeavours to obtain her approbation. 
The addrefles of this nobleman were continued for a con- 
ſiderable time with the ſuppoſed ſanction of all parties con- 
cerned—a letter or letters, ſeem to have paſled between 
them, and every thing promiſed a ſpeedy and happy termi- 
nation to this delicate and important buſineſs. Some ſug- 
eſtions, however, from the Duke of Argyle, as to the 
uke of Mzrlborough's knowledge of his ſon's addrefſ. 
ſes, being communicated to the father of the lady; the 
eee, he _— his groom (on the ſecond of 
*ebruary laſt) to Blenheim, with a letter, imparting to 
the Duke the Marquis's penchant for his daughter, and re- 
queſting to know whether their union would be ſanction- 
ed with his Grace's approbation —aſſuring him, at the 
fame time, that if he diſapproved of the connection, the 
matter ſhould proceed no farther. The groom returned 
with an anſwer (on the ſucceeding night) of favourable 
import; expreſſive of reſpect ſor the young lady's merit, 
and of his perfect acquieſeence in the choice and proceed- 
ings of his ſon. But ſtill the ſuſpicions of the Duke of 
Argyle, lulled but for a very ſhort time, were ſpeedily re- 
 newed ; impelled by theſe, he doubted the authenticity of 
the letter, and applied for information on the ſubject to 
Lord Charles Spencer, who, he rightly ſuppoſed, muſt be 
acquainted with the ſeal and hand-writing of his brother. 
From this nobleman he learnt, that it was an aukward 
imitation of the Duke's hand, but that the ſeal was either 
a copy of, or the actual ſeal, which the Duke had formerly 
worn to his watch, but which he had not then uſed for 
ſome years, having employed a ſeal of a ſmaller ſize, and 
a different form. Enraged at this intelligence, General 
Gunning queſtioned his wife and daughter on the ſubject ; 
he told them that a forgery had been cemmitted either by or 
on them, and inſiſted on being acquainted with the truth. 
The ladies proteſted their innocence in the ſtrongeſt 
terms, and declared, that if he was the dupe of a fraud, they 
_ muſt be equally ſo. The. 1 who brought the letter 
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-was next interrogated ; and General Gunning has affert- 


ed that, by dint of threats and ſolicitations, he confeſſed 
that a bribe had been given him to favour the deception ; 
and his affirmations, together with ſome circumſtances 
which were reported to the General by a Mr. Bowen, in- 


duced him to tax his daughter with forgery, and to expel 
-her from his houſe. Y 
Such are the outlines of this extraordinary tranſaction, 


as given to the world, by the partizans of the huſband. 
They afford not the ſmalleſt clue to the developement of 
the myſtery ; on the contrary, they preſent to us a forgery 


from whence no poſſible benefit could be derived, and ex- 


hibit a ſtratagem without a motive. By wandering in the 


- boundleſs field of conjefure, and inveſtigating _— poſ- 


fible occurrence, this ſuppoſition may indeed be collected 


That the lady, enamoured of the Marquis of Lorn ; and 


finding his addrefles unpurſued with that decifive ardour 
that ruſhes forward with impetuoſity to the defired goal, 
deemed it neceſſary to have recourſe to this deception, in 


the hope that a ſight of the forged letter, by raiſing up an 


imaginary rival, would act as a ſtimulus to his love, and 
facilitate the accompliſhment of her wiſhes. But all ſuſ- 
picions of this ſort are effectually done away, by the affi- 
davit of Miſs Gunning, which we ſhall, hereafter, have 
occaſion to notice; and by the © Vindication of her mo- 
ther, to the examination of which we ſhall now proceed. 
Mrs Gunning, as we learn from her own account, 
kad long been at variance with her huſband : ſhe tells us, 
indeed, that two and twenty, out of three and twenty 
years, that they had been married, had furniſhed her with 
ample ſubje& for ſorrow and repentance. High words 
had frequently paſſed between them; and but a few days 
previous to this tranſaction, ſhe had been ordered by him 
to withdraw from his houſe : but the violent effect which 
this conduct had on the delicate frame of her child, in- 
duced her on this, as on all other occaſions, to ſuffer the 
tenderneſs of the mother to overcome the reſentment of 
the wife ; and, in order to fave the life of her daughter, 
which ſhe believed to be in imminent danger, ſhe conde- 
* | | |  ſcended 
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| ſcended to make conceſſions ; which ſhe conſidered as 


too degrading, on a review of her own conduct in com- 
pariſon with that of her huſband. — That huſband too, ſhe 
declares, ſhe had long ſuſpected of entertaining wiſhes 
inimical to the felicity of his child. The intimation con- 
tained in this declaration, when applied to the ſubſequent 
occurrences, is obvious. From ſuſpicions of this nature, 
which of courſe muſt have given riſe to much alterca- 
tion and miſtruſt, Mrs. Gunning was induced to make oc- 
caſional memorandums of any occurrences of conſe- 
quence, which happened in her family. It does not ap- 
pear, however, that ſhe kept any memorandum prior to 
ee the Second of February, when ſhe remarked as follows: 

« Between eleven and twelve this morning, General 
Gunning has ſent off his groom with a letter to the 


— of ————, [Duke of Marlborough] which letter 


he has written in his drefling-room, but has not ſhown 
the contents to any of his family.“ This letter, we 


are told, was ſent by a groom, who is not regarded as a 


family ſervant; he eats and ſleeps in the houſe, but lives 
by day with his horſes at the livery-ſtable ; ſometimes at- 
tending his maſter in his rides, and ſometimes any lady 
who happens to be under General Gunning's protection. 
This ſarcaſm, by which we are given to underſtand, that 
her huſband is a man of intrigue, is certainly miſplaced ; 
1t neither aids her argument, nor affords the ſmalleſt ſup- 
port to her cauſe, The caſe with regard to the groom is 
different; to ſhow his excluſive dependence on, and ſub- 
ſerviency to the will of, his maſter, is eſſential to corrobo- 
rate thoſe circumſtances which tend to invalidate his teſ- 
timony. The ſecond memorandum is as follows. 


February 3.— Nine o clock at night. 
General Gunning's groom is juſt now returned 
from ; | Blenheim] he brought back a letter for 
his maſter. I ſent for it, examined the direction and the 
ſeal. Captain and Mrs. Bowen, my daughter and ſiſter, 
were preſent. I told them ſome tricks had certainly been 
played with the /ztter, and pointed out to their obſervation, 
SEE Forts | EE that 
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that the coronet was reverſed in the ſealing it; and that, 


inſtead of St. James's Place, it was written, on the direc- 


tion, St. James Place. I then gave it to the ſervant to lay 
_ his maſter's table ; for General Gunning was net at 

The ſeal and ſuperſcription ſtill floated on my ideas; 
I ſent for the letter a ſecond time, re-examined it, and then 
returned it to his dreſſing- room by the ſame ſervant; the 
whole time, both fiyſt and Ia, that this letter was detained 
by us, did not amount to five minutes; nor did the ſervant, 
who brought it to, and carried it from, the drawing-room, 
quit the room till I ſent it down by him to be laid on his 
maſter's table.” 1 8 | | 


The anfwer here alluded to, as brought by the groom 
to his maſter, is the letter which Miſs * has been 
accuſed—and by her FATHER too of dictating and 
writing, for the purpoſe of impoſition. Mrs. Gunning, 
foreſeeing, probably, that her avowed conduct with regard 
to this ſetter, the moment of its arrival, without any ap- 
parent motive for ſuſpecting the ee de nature of its 
contents, would appear ſingular and extraordinary, has 
thought it neceſſary to aſſign her reaſons for acting as ſne 
did.— Why —ſhe ſays— ordered this letter, and why I 
inſpected the ſeal and the directions with the ſcrutinizing 
eyes of ſuſpicion, would, were I to ſpeak to every reaſon, 
and to every proof that I can produce, be of themſelves ſuf- 


ficient to fill a volume, every page of which would be 


more myſterious and more wonderful than another. I 


| ſhall therefore content myſelf with averring to your Grace, 


her Vindication is addreſſed to the Duke of Argyle] that 
no letter, fince laſt May, has come to me, either by the 
poſt, or by a ſtage-coach—for I have tried the conveyance 
of both—but what has been cut acroſs the ſeal, with a hot 
knife, before I got them. This very day, being the 
twenty-ſecond of February, I have received a parcel from 
Hampſhire, in which was Inclhſed a letter; it came by the 
coach, and the ſeal cut acroſs as uſual.” ——Such are the 


reaſons alledged; but we confeſs ourſelyes at a loſs to 
| conceive 
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conceive in what reſpect they are applicable to the point 
in queſtion. They ſhow, indeed, what we before no- 


ticed, that a mutual diſtruſt prevailed between them; but 


why the circumſtance of her huſband having opened her 
letters, ſhould induce her to ſuſpect any treachery in one 
addrefled to him, we cannot imagine. There might be 
other grounds for ſuſpicion ; but theſe, candour compels 
us to declare, appear, to us at leaft, futile and invalid. 
Her certainty, too, of triets having been played with the 
letter, ſeems to be founded on a baſis of no greater ſoli- 
dity : the omiſſion of an 8 in St. James's, and the reverſal 
of the coroner, in the ſeal, might certainly have been the 


effect of precipitation; and, in ſtrictneſs, we conceive 
was leſs likely to have occurred in a deliberate forger, than _ 
in the noble (ſappoſed) author of the epiſtle. 


Among other obſervations on Memorandum the fecond, 
Mrs, Gunning makes the following appeal to the Duke 
of Argyle: — I ſhall begin with aſking yvur Grace if, 
on your conſcience, you think that, ſuppoſing my daugh- 


ter, or I, or both together, had framed, forged, and ſent 


this letter, which was, on the groom's return, to be deli- 


vered by him as coming from the — of — [Duke of 


Marlborough] that I ſhould have ordered it to be brought 


up to me, and before company ? that I ſhould be 1 to 
diſcover there had been a fraud committed? or that, in 


pointing it out to my daughter's obſervation- which 1 
did— that] ſhe ſhould have coincided with me in opinion? 


for, if ſhe had been guilty, and I innocent, or ſuppoſe us 
both culpable, wickedneſs and folly do not always go hand 


in hand. Surely, had we been the authors of the fraud, 


we were not neceſſitated to impeach ourſelves, we 
need not have commanded back the letter, after having 
once diſmiſſed it, and a ſecond time have examined the 
ſeal and directions with all the ſcrutiny of a too well autho- 
rized ſuſpicion. Should we have done this, my lord? 
Should we have put this dr/puted letter into the hands of 
Rowen and his wife, to help us in detecting the fraud, if it 
muſt have fallen on our own heads? I did give it to thoſe 


or 
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that the coronet was rever/ed in the ſealing it; and that, 
inftead of St. James's Place, it was written, on the direc- 
tion, St. James Place. I then gave it to the ſervant to lay 
_ his maſter's table; for General Gunning was net at 


The ſeal and ſuperſcription ſtill floated on my ideas; 
I ſent for the letter a ſecond time, re-examined it, and then 
returned it to his dreſſing- room by the ſame ſervant ; the 
whole time, both fi and 4, that this letter was detained 
by us, did not amount to five minutes; nor did the ſervant, 
who brought it to, and carried it from, the drawing-room, 
quit the room till I ſent it down by him to be laid on his 
maſter's table. of 


The anfwer here alluded to, as brought by the groom 
to his maſter, is the letter which Miſs — has been 
accuſed- and by her FATHER too—of dictating and 
writing, for the purpoſe of impoſition. Mrs. Gunning, 
foreſeeing, probably, that her avowed conduct with regard 
to this ſetter, the moment of its arrival, without any ap- 
parent motive for ſuſpecting the dangerous nature of its 
contents, would appear ſingular and extraordinary, has 
thought it neceſſary to aſſign her reaſons for acting as ſhe 
did.— “ Why—ſhe ſays - ordered this letter, and why I 
inſpected the ſeal and the directions with the ſcrutinizing 
eyes of ſuſpicion, would, were I to ſpeak to every reaſon, 
and to every proof that I can produce, be of themſelves ſuf- 
ficient to fill a volume, every page of which would be 
more myſterious and more wonderful than another, I 
ſhall therefore content myſelf with averring to your Grace, 
her Vindication is addreſſed to the Duke of Argyle] that 
no letter, ſince laſt May, has come to me, either by the 
| poſt, or by a ſtage-coach—for I have tried the conveyance 
of both—but what has been cut acroſs the ſeal, with a hot 
knife, before I got them, This very day, being the- 
twenty-ſecond of February, I have received a parcel from 
Hampſhire, in which was inclbſed a letter; it came by the 
coach, and the ſeal cut acroſs as uſual.” Sich are the 


reaſons alledged; but we confeſs ourſelyes at a loſs to 
| | conceive 
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in queſtion. They ſhow, indeed, what we before no- 
ticed, that a mutual diſtruſt prevailed between them; but 
why the circumſtance of her huſband having opened her 
letters, ſhould induce her to ſuſpect any treachery in one 
addreſſèd to him, we cannot imagine. There might be 
other grounds for ſuſpicion ; but theſe, candour compels 
us to declare, appear, to us at leaſt, futile and invalid. 
Her certainty, too, of zricks having been played with the 
letter, ſeems to be founded on a baſis of no greater ſoli- 
_ dity : the omiſſion of an Sin St. James's, and the reverſal 
of the coroner, in the ſeal, might certainly have been the 
effect of precipitation; and, in ſtrictneſs, we conceive 
was leſs likely to have occurred in a deliberate forger, than 
in the noble (upped) author of the epiſtle. 

Among other obſervations on Memorandum the fecond, 
Mrs. Gunning makes the following appeal to the Duke 
of Argyle: “ I ſhall begin with aſking ybur Grace if, 
on your conſcience, you think that, ſuppoſing my daugh- 
ter, or I, or both together, had framed, forged, and ſent 
this letter, which was, on the groom's return, to be deli- 
vered by him as coming from the — of — [Duke of 

Marlborough] that I ſhould have ordered it to be brought 
up to me, and before company? that I ſhould be the fe to 
diſcover there had been a fraud committed ? or that, in 
pointing it out to my daughter's obſervation which I 
did—that] ſhe ſhould have coincided with me in opinion? 
for, if ſhe had been guilty, and I innocent, or ſuppoſe us 
bath culpable, wickedneſs and folly do not always go hand 
in hand. Surely, had we been the authors of the fraud, 
we were not neceſſitated to impeach ourſelves, we 
need not have commanded back the letter, after having 
once diſmifled it, and a ſecond time have examined the 
ſeal and directions with all the ſcrutiny of a too well autho- 
rized ſuſpicion. Should we have done this, my lord ? 
Should we have put this diſputed letter into the hands of 
Rowen and his wife, to help us in detecting the fraud, if it 
muſt have fallen on our own heads? I did give it to thoſe 


or 


— 


Cw ] 
for their opinion; — was there any thing like guilt it 
all this?“ E | | Hs 
This argument appears deciſive ; for the only purpoſe 
for which the forgery could have been committed by the 
ladies, muſt have been effectually marred by ſuch a mode 
of proceeding. To have its effect, the impoſition muſt 
paſs on the Duke, the Marquis, and the General ; but this, 
a premature diſcovery of the fraud muſt inevitably prevent. - 
The next obſervation of Mrs. Gunning is not equal- 
ly happy: Her daughter having been accuſed of 
bribing her father's groom to favour the deception of the 
letter, ſne remarks, that without money there can be no 
bribe; that her daughter has never been poſſeſſed of 
money ſufficient for ſuch perry, ſhe has ever had 
ſomething for the aid of goodneſs, but nothing for the 
ſupport or purpoſes of vice.—Yet ſhe tells us, that her 
daughter had, at one time, five guineas and a twenty- 
pound bank-nvte in her purſe—and ſurely a much ſmaller 
ſum would have ſufficed for the corruption of a menial 
domeſtic ! 
Though we are told by his wife that the General is 
by no means deficient in curioſity, yet it is remarkable, 
that, on the very night when he expected the return of 
his groom, at eight o'clock, with a letter on which the 
welfare and felicity of his family ſo eſſentially depended, 
he choſe to ſup from home, and ftayed out till one 
o'clock, not even leaving orders where the letter might 
be brought to him. Mrs. Gunning, who lay next the 
ſtreet, was awakened by the knock at the door on her 
huſband's return ; ſhe heard him get out of the carriage, 
which then drove off; a minute afterwards the hall-door 
was opened with great caution, and immediately a coach 
drove into the place ; ſhe heard the ſtep let down, and it 
drove back again with great ſpeed. At this time there 
was nobody up in the houſe but the General's own man, 
whom he charged not to ſay he was gone out, ſhould any 
enquiries be made. He drove to Argyle-Houſe, where 
he left the letter with the Duke. — The ſervant waited his 


maſter's return in the porter's hall; the door was opened 
| without 


111 1 
without knocking, and the General went up to his 
chamber ſo ſoftly as not to be heard by any body but his 
wife. The groom ſlept in a garret immediately over 


Ver room; and, after his maſter. was in bed, ſhe heard his 
man go up to the groom, and heard them converſe to- 


gether. She was informed, that the meſſage he carried to 


the groom from his maſter was to charge him not to ſay 
any thing about his journey to Blenheim till he ſhould 
have ſeen him, with orders that he ſhould go in the 
morning to his bed-ſide by ſeven o'clock. _.. 

The next day, February the 4th, Mrs. Gunning, in 
her third Memorandum, ſays—“ General Gunning was 
in my daughter's room this morning before the was up, 
and informed her he had received a charming letter from 
the D of [Duke of Marlborough] which he had 
left with the Duke of Argyle; and alſo told her he had 
been laſt night at Argyle-houſe for that purpoſe, and 
would take her with him there, that ſhe might ſee, as 
ſoon as ſhe was drefled : ſhe has been at Argyle-houſe 
for that purpoſe, and this moſt charming letter has been 
ſhewn to her, and my heart partakes in her joy, though 
I have not ſeen the contents ; but ſhe has repeated them 
to me as nearly as ſhe can remember them: I am as 
much tranſported with her happineſs as if I had, and (as 
her mother) I ought to have been, conſulted on every ſtep 
that has been taken ; but ſhould General Gunning really 
mean to act now fairly by my heart's treaſure, if he no 
longer works under ground to impede her felicity, I will 
forgive all his paſt reſerves, although under the ſeverity 
of their preſſure I have been ſuffering the pains of torture 
for ſo many months.—lf he is not conſcious that His 
wiſhes are oppoſed to my wiſhes, on a point where both 
ſhould be equally intereſted, why does he throw out fo 
many dark hints, and never ſpeak to me with confidence 
or kindneſs? Why not ſhew the D— of ——'s [Duke of 
Marlborough's] letter to me, if every thing is really 
coming to a criſis ?—There is yet a darkneſs in his con- 
duct that I do not comprehend. Another circumſtance 
gives me ſuſpicion ;—he has been this day examining the 
| ot C 5 ſervant 
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ſervant who brought the letter up ſtairs, yery cloſely, 


whether we looked much at the ſeal, and att irectĩon, 
and how long we kept it the firſt and ſecond time that we 
Surely he knows me too well, not to 
know that I ſhould on no occaſion condeſcend to open 
any letter that was not directed to myſelf what then 


can he mean by being ſo inquiſitive !Tis very odd - 


I do not like it—I have been fo long in a ſcene of myſte- 
ries, of which he is the artificer, that I never expect to 


get out of them as long as I live!“ 


The intelligence conveyed in this memorandum is ex- 
tremely myſterious, and — admitting it to be ſtrictly cor- 
— 2 the General's cofiduct wholly inexplicable. 
We are before informed, that after his return home the 
preceding night, he went out again, in a ſecret manner, 
charging his ſervant (ſhould any enquiries be made) not 
to fay that he was gone out. Hence we were led to 


believe that his viſit to Argyle-houſe was 'influenced by 


ſome private motive, and that he did not wiſh it ſhould. 
be known; yet we now find that the firſt thing he did the 
next morning was to go into his daughter's apartment, 
and inform her that he had been there, and ſhown a 
charming letter, which he had received from Blenheim, 
to the Duke, — The daughter, too, ' accompanies her 
father to Argyle-houſe to ſee the letter; and though ſhe 
had before been convinced, with her mother, that tricks 
had been played with it, and had actually diſcovered a 


fraud, the yet is ſilent on the ſubject to her father, and 


conceals from him her fears and ſuſpicions ;- nay, though 


certain the letter was an impoſition (for if the difcovery 


of a fraud in it amounted not to that certainty, we know 
not what it could import) ſhe receives great joy from the 
peruſal of it, and on her return communicates this joy 


to her mother, who appears for a time to have laboured 


under a fimilar infatuation.— The conduct of all the 
parties concerned is, in this inſtance, ſtrange indeed |— 
One circumſtance of importance, however, which de- 
pends not on the mere iyſe dixit of the Lady, is the ſub- 


Fequent examination of the ſervant by the General, re- 
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lative to the ſeal and the direction. To this point Mrs, 
Gunning's informer (probably her own maid) and the 
3 ſervant. in queſtion can ſpeak; and their ſilence on the 
1 ſubject muſt certainly be deemed a confirmation of the 0 
| fact. This examination indiſputably wears a very ſuſpi- | 
dious look; and but one exculpatory motive occurs to us 
that could poſſibly have given riſe to it. — The General 
might have heard from His own man that the letter had 
been twice ſent for by Mrs. Gunning, and that its ſeal 
and ſuperſcription had undergone a minute inveſtigation 
ſuch previous intelligence would certainly ſuperinduce 
and juſtify the enquiries he made. — This candour com- 
pels us to ſuggeſt, as being poſſible ; how far it is probable, 
let our readers decide for themſelves. 

Before we proceed to the fourth Memorandum, it is 
nereflary to premiſe, that Mr. and Mrs. Bowen, whoſe. 
names have already appeared in this tranſaction, and are 
again to be brought forward in a very particular manner, 
are, as Mrs. Gunning infinuates, the humble dependants 
of her huſband. —In ſhort, to comprize her whole mean- 
ing in a few words—General Gunning has a regiment z 
and Mr. Bowen wants a company—more need not be ſaid. 
Theſe people were frequent viſitors at St. James's-Place; 
and Mrs. Bowen's ſkill on the harpfichord was, inde- 
pendent of other conſiderations, a powerful inducement 
to Mrs. Gunning to engage her to be often with her 
daughter, who was learning to play on that inſtrument. 


MEMORANDUM IV. 


4753 a1 | February the 5th, 

& This day has opened a ſcene of premeditated —, 
the agents of which are Bowen and his wife; and ſuch 
a converſation has paſſed between that woman and myſelf, 
as I ſhall not hotice here, being impreſſed on my mz- 
mory, and never to be eraſed from thence.“ Vet, 
aotwithſtanding this declaration, ſhe, proceeds to notice 


a Converſation, which, we apprehend, muſt be the ſame 
| | 2 2 ſhe 
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ſhe here alludes to.—lIt appears we ſpeak on the autho- 
fity of Mrs. Gunning—that on Saturday, Feb. -the 5th, 
Miſs Gunning, her mother, and aunt, (Miſs Minifie) 
called, on their return from the Park, about three in the 
afternoon, at Mrs. Bowen's houſe, and ſent up a meſſag 
to invite the huſband and wife to dinner. The latter 
came down, and placed herſelf in the carriage, apolo- 
gizing for her huſband, who, the ſaid, was gone into the 
country. The General dined at home; but illneſs pre- 
vented Mrs. Gunning from attending at table that day, 
as it had done for ſeveral days before; the Ladies, about 
ſeven, joined her in the drawing-room, where Mr. Bowen 
made his appearance ſoon after. He had not been there 
many minutes before a ſervant came to inform him that 
the General wiſhed to ſpeak to him; on his return, 
Mrs. Gunning expreſſed her alarm at the meſſage, and 
her wiſh to be informed of the particulars of the con- 
verſation that had paſſed between him and her huſ- 
band ;—for, ſhe obſerves, ſhe had then fears of a very 
ſerious nature. After ſome heſitation, he ſaid, it was to 
aſk him for five guineas, it being too late to ſend to his 
banker's. The Lady having ſeen the General, two days 
before, take a number of bank- notes out of his pocket, 
declared her diſbelief of this declaration; but the gentle- 
man pledging his honour for its veracity, ſhe became ſa- 
tisfied. General Gunning ſoon left home for the even- 
Ing, and his daughter went to paſs an hour with the 
Dutcheſs of Bedford ; Mrs. Bowen was then ſitting at 
the harpſichord ; her huſband and Miſs Minifie were at 
picquet, and Mrs. Gunning at work : when 'the party 
was thus diſpoſed of, Mrs. Bowen, riſing haſtily from 
her ſeat, beckoned to Miſs Minifie, who, apologizing to 
Mr. Bowen, followed her out of the room. On the 
return of theſe Ladies in about a quarter of an hour, the 
countenance of one was highly expreſſive of confuſion, 
while that of the other was pale and agitated. —It was 
evident ſomething extraordinary had paſſed between 
them. Mrs. ang was alarmed; but before ſhe 
could recover herſelf ſufhciently to aſk for an N 
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Mrs. Bowen adviſed her huſband to go and paſs an hour 
at the coffee-houſe; a requeſt with which he immedi- 
ately complied, © As ſoon as he was gone, Miſs Minifie 
told Mrs. Bowen that it was now highly proper ſhe ſhould 
repeat to Mrs. Gunning what ſhe had been telling her, 
For God's fake !”” exclaimed Mrs. Gunning, “ what is 
the matter?“ Do not alarm yourſelf,” replied her 
fifter ; © Mrs. Bowen will tell you a//, Some devil has 
been forging a letter to her, in the name of our darling 
here, (meaning Miſs Gunning). Mrs. Gunning, after 
the moſt earneſt ſolicitations, prevailed on Mrs. Bowen to 
gratify her curioſity, which, wit great ſzeming reluctance, 
and ſceming tenderneſs, ſhe proceeded to do in the follow- 
ing terms: ; 

* Oh, my deareſt Mrs. Gunning ! you have been de- 
cerved! you are cheated! you are abuſed! and, I fear, 
when you know all, it will kill Fou ; it will be the death 
of you. I owe you more than my mother; and I love 
you better than I loved her: how then can I kill you by 
telling you your daughter is a wretch !” This abrupt de- 
claration, it muſt be confeſſed, was a very ſingular in- 
ſtance of affefion ! It had not, however, the effect it 
might naturally have been expected to have on the mind 
of the perſon to whom it was addreſſed. Fully con- 
vinced of the purity, honour, and rectitude of her daugh- 
ter, with whoſe every action, and whoſe every thought, 
ſhe was (in her own ideas at leaſt,) perfectly acquainted, 
and who was even a ſtranger to the common—(maternal 
partiality may be admitted as a plea, in excuſe of this hy- 
perbolical expreſſion)—a ftranger even, we are told, to the 
common failings of her ſex, Mrs. Gunning heard the ac- 
cuſation with compoſure, and begged Mrs. Bowen to pro- 
ceed. Thus entreated, Mrs. Bowen, after various pro- 
teſtations of regard for Mrs. Gunning, and aſſurances 
that ſhe and her huſband had been nearly diſtracted on her 
account, by the knowledge they had acquired of the 
wicked creatures (Miſs Gunning's) duplicity, continued as 
follows :—« My deareſt Mrs. Gunning, how dreadfully 
have you been impoſed upon! every body is — to 
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deceive you; and the myſteries that have ſo long made 
you miſerable, are all created by Miſs Gunning's artful 
conduct: indeed, indeed, my dear Mrs. Gunning, though 
you think ſhe is to marry Lord Blandford, do not ſet your 
heart upon it; ſhe never will marty him.” << How do 
you know this?“ ſaid Mrs. Gunning —< Becauſe,” re- 
plied the other, © Miſs Gunning will marry Lord Lorn, 
and not Lord Blandford,” * From what authority do you 
declare it, Mrs. Bowen ?”—« Becauſe,” returned the, 
& about five days ago ſhe wrote me a letter, in which ſhe 
told me what I now tell you; and in this letter there was 
encloſed one from the Duke of Marlbotough to her fa- 
ther, which ſhe defired I would get Mr. Bowen to copy. 
for her: and ſhe there deſired me not to mention the re- 
port which, ſhe ſaid, I muſt 9 heard, as it was 

known over the whole town, that ſhe was to be married 
to Lord Lorn. Mrs. Gunning, ſtill incredulous, ex- 
preſſed her conviction that the letters ſhe mentioned were 


forgeries, calculated for the ruin of her daughter's repu- 


tation; but Mrs. Bowen inſiſted on their authenticity, 
omiſed that Mrs. Gunning ſhould have ocular de- 


- and 
monſtration of the young lady's duplicity and wickedneſs. 


« To ſtrengthen what I have told you,” added Mrs. Bowen, 


&& about the fu letters Miſs G. ſent to me—one of which 


ſhe deſired me to get Mr. Bowen to copy—l will tell you 
what ſhe has ſaid to me this very day, and then you cannot 
doubt the truth of all I have been ſaying.” “ Go on,” 
ſaid Mrs. Gunning, © and conceal nothing; it is for my 
ſecurity that I ſhould know all, that I may be able to de- 
fend myſelf againſt my enemies.” — ““ What a wretch, 
what a compleat wretch, continued Mrs. Bowen, © is 
this vile daughter of your's! to have been ſo long carry- 
ing on ſuch a ſcene of deception as has almoſt deſtroyed 
you; and ſo I have told her this very day. — When and 
where, Mrs. Bowen, did you tell her ſo? “ Firſt, at the 
piano-forte; and, afterwards on the ſtairs, as we came 
up to you from the dining- room. I firſt ſaid to her, For 
ſhame ! for ſhame ! Miſs Gunning ; how can you im- 
pole ſo on your mother; how can you appear to her to 


carry 
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gary on the affair with Lord Blandford, and yet reſolve to 
marry Lord Lorn?ꝰ “ What was her reply?“ ſaid Mrs. 
Gunning. ©* Why, that I knew ſhe was determined to 
marry Lord Lorn, and nathing fhould turn her, but that 
ſhe was afraid to tell her mamma.“ And what did you 
ſay to her again on the ſtairs, Mrs, Bowen ?”—< I faid, 
iſs Gunning, you are killing your dear good mother 
inches, and if you do not tell her the abominable part you 
are acting, Mr. Bowen and I are come to a reſolution, for 
the ſake of your mother, to tell her of it ourſelves ;. for, if 
we keep your ſecret, ſhe will lgſe her life..“ This was 
very home indeed; could ſhe fay nothing in defence of 
herſelf? “ O] no; nothing in the world but poh, poh, 
never mind that. With regard to the converſation 
here ſaid by Mrs. Bowen to have paſſed between her and 
Miſs Gunning, Mrs. Gunning affirms, that ſhe was ſit- 
ting clofe by them the whole time they were at the piano- 
forte, and E nothing of it, though not a word or a 
whiſper could have eſcaped her ear. Miſs Minifie, too, 
affirms, that ſhe accompanied them from the dining- room 
to the drawing- room, and that not a ſyllable was then ut- 
tered on ny ubject whatever. ** — 
The dialogue between the two ladies continued. To 
Mrs. Gunning's queſtion, of what farther paſſed between 
Mrs. Bowen and her daughter on that day, Mrs. Bowen 
anſwered I forgot, my dear Mrs. Gunning, to tell you 
of it before, that when Miſs Minifie went up to aſk you 
how you did after dinner, and before ſhe returned again to 
us, General Gunning, Miſs Gunning, ind myſelf, being left 
by ourſelves, the General ſaid ſometoing that muf? convince 
you that your daughter is acting the very part I have told 
e is that ſomething ?“ —“ Why, as 
oon as Mifs Minifie: was gone out of the room, General 
Gunning began to ſay what a very handſome letter that 
was he had received from the Dake of 'Marlborough, 
notwithſtanding it contained this reflection, that ig 
Grace wiſhed-the General and his daughter had known 
their own minds ſaoner, for as his ſon Lord Blandford was 
indiſpoſed, and had à very ſtrong affection for Miſs Gun- 
ning, he was afraid the diſappointment would affect him 


very 


LT 

very ſeriouſly,” We muſt here remark, that Miſs Gun- 
ning, on her return, declared that not a, word had paſled in 
the ſhort abſence of Miſs Minifie from the table about the 
Duke of Marlborough, Lord Blandford, or. any letter 
whatever. 5 5 
lt is impoſſible, replied Mrs. Gunning, © that Mr. 
"Frying could have ſaid this of the Duke of Marlbo- 

rough's letter; the Duke of Argyle has ſhewn it to my 
daughter, and ſhe has not mentioned to, me any thing like 
what you inform me of now; on the contrary, his 
Grace's letter is perfectly polite and ſatisfactory.— Oh, 
my dear Mrs. Gunning ! indeed you are deceived; you 
are cheated by them all; the Duke of Argyle, Miſs Gun- 
ning, and every one of them, are deceiving you: ſhe ig to 
marry Lord Lorn; it is contrived among them, and every 
body is helping on the match.“ “ Mrs. Bowen, what- 
ever you may. think of my daughter, however culpable 
ſhe may appear to you, ſuppoſe her diveſted of all delicacy 
and honour, yet I cannot but hope that in the Duke'of 
Argyle I have not been miſtaken; you muſt have been 
milinformed, at leaſt, in what concerns him; and I muſt 
Rill think myſelf and my daughter honoured in his friend- 
ſhip, and ſafe under his protection!“ Upon my ſoul it 
Is true, that he is the worſt of all your enemies; and, ex- 
cept Miſs Gunning's own wickedneſs, nothing can exceed 
the Duke of Argyle's.”——At this part of the dialague, 
Mrs. Gunning, feigned to be convinced of her daughter's 
miſconduct, in order to ſee how far Mrs. Bowen's accu- 
ſations would be carried, fat down to write a letter to her, 
couched ih the ſtrongeſt terms of reſentment, and bidding 
her an eternal adieu ;—ſuch a letter, ſhe tells us, as ſhe 
ſhould have written, had the charges preferred againſt her 


been founded in truth. We cannot here omit a re- 


mark on the inconſiſteney of Mrs. Gunning, who repro- 
bates the conduct of her huſband in ordering his daughter 
to quit his houſe, when, as he declares at leaſt, he believed 
her to be really guilty of the crimes imputed to her.— 
Though ſhe tells us, that under a fimilar perſuaſion, ſhe 

if ſhould certainly have bidden her an eternal which 
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which amounts to the ſame thing. —By noticing this in- 
conſiſtency, we mean not to approve the conduct of the 
General, in this inſtance, as our ſubſequent remarks will 
amply demonſtrate ; we only mean to thew the ill effects 


of paſſion and prejudice, in the diſcuſſion of a cauſe which 


ſhould only have been illuſtrated by argument, or ex> 
plained by a ſimple narrative of plain facts, unc logged 
by extraneous comments. — To proceed— Mrs, Bowen 
beſtowed the warmeſt encomiums on this ſevere epiſtle, 
and believing the reſentment of Mrs. Gunning to be 
real, ſhe _ no ſcruple to _ with her requeſt of 
ſeeing thoſe letters which ſhe ſaid ſhe had received from 
Miſs Gunning ; ſhe even offered to ſend home for them, 
or to go and fetch them herſelf ; but Mrs. Gunning de- 
clined giving her the trouble, and told her the next day 
would do as well. —The Ladies were then about to part, 
when a knocking at the door announced the return of 
Miſs Gunning, Mrs. Gunning tells us that Mrs. Bowen 
exhibited the moſt unequivocal 22 of fright and 
confuſion, expreſſing a deſire to hide herſelf in the ad- 
joining apartment : ſhe was, however, prevailed on to 
deſcend, and borrowing Miſs Gunning's chair to take 

Mrs, Gunning muſt here pardon us for remarking, 
that her indifference with regard to theſe forged inſtru- 
ments, as ſhe conceived them to be, appears to us not 
only ſtrange but unaccountable :—was it not more na- 
tural to graſp at the opportunity of getting into her poſ- 
ſeſſion the letters, which reflection or advice might after- 
wards deter Mrs. Bowen from ceding to her? ihe would 
then have not only gratified a curioſity that muſt have 
been Mg: but have immediately ſecured the means of 
detection We ſee not the neceſſity of that conſultation 
which enſued between the mother, the daughter, and the 
aunt, and which, in our opinion, terminated ſtrangely : 
— The reſult of it was a note from Mrs. (Gunning to 


Mrs. Bowen; in which the former aſſured the latter, 


that her daughter was an Angel; that the letters ſhe had 


received were certainly ſent * no good intent by ſome 


ſecret 
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ſecret enemy ; that ſhe could not but hope every thing 
elſe had proceeded from the ſame ſource to, injure her 
child, and to impoſe on Mrs, and Mr. Bowen; that ſhe 
was ſure they muſt rejoice ; that ſhe was quite ſatisfied 
herſelf, and ſhould andeceive them the next morning, 
when ſhe ſhould call upon them, and talk over the affair. 
For what purpoſe this note could be ſent we know not; 
the only effect it was /itzly to produce, was that of 
putting Mrs. Bowen on her guard, and inducing her to 
conceal the letters from Mrs. Gunning ; that it had not 
that effect, is no juſtification of the meaſure ; it was 
equally inconſiſtent and abſurd. —The next day, Sunday 
the 6th of February, is a day of importance in the de- 
velopement of this myſterious tranſaQion—on that day, 
according to the QaTHs of Mr. and Mrs. Bowen, Miſs 
| Gunning went to their lodgings, where ſhe wrote two 
etters, requeſting they might be ſhewn to Mrs. Gunning, 
and which letters were delivered to Mrs Gunning that 
ſame day by Mrs. Bowen. ——Here again is a ſtrange 
confuſion. If Mrs. Gunning is to be believed, the con- 
verſation of the preceding evening, between her and Mrs. 
Bowen, related to thoſe two ſame letters, which both 
Mr. and Mrs. Bowen have ſince fworn were written at 
their lodgings by Miſs Gunning on the ſubſequent day, 
the 6th of February. The contents of one of the let- 
ters, too, is diametrically oppoſite to what Mrs. Bowen, 
as we are told, informed Mrs. Gunning it contained— 
that is—the letter of the Converſation requeſted Mrs. 
Bowen would not mention to Mrs. Gunning the report 
of her daughter's intended marriage with Lord Lorn ; 
whereas the letter of he {fidavit, intimates a wiſh that 
ſhe would mention the circumſtance, —- The parties, 
however, are here at Iſſne —  _. 8 
On the one part, Mr. and Mrs. Bowen ſwear that 
Miſs Gunning was at their lodgings on Sunday the 6th 
of February, and there wrote two letters, one to Mrs. 
owen, and a ſecond (encloſed in the firft) in the name of 
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On the other, Miſs Gunning ſwears that ſhe never 
vid write, then or at any other time, any letter or note 
whatever to Mrs. Bowen, or any letter or note in the 
name of the Duke of Marlborough, and that ſhe never 
was in Mrs. Bowen's lodgings in her life, — In order 


do ſtrengthen the affirmation of her daughter, Mrs. Gun- 


ning, very properly, attempts to account for every hour 
of the 6th of February, ſo as to prove that ſhe was not 
at Mrs. Bowen's lodgings. on that day.—General Gun- 
ning went out in the carriage in the morning, leaving 
a meſſage that he ſhould ſend it back by one o'clock, 


wbich, however, he failed to do. Miſs Gunning break- 
Aſted with her Mother and Aunt, and fat in the ſame room 


with them till half paſt twelve, when ſhe ſaid, «© Perhaps 
Papa will not ſend home the coach as ſoon as he pro- 
miſed ; I have a mind to walk to the Dutcheſs of Bed- 
ford's: when the carriage comes, you may call for me 
there; we will then go to Mrs, Bowen's, and get the 
letters; I will afterwards ſet you down, and go myſelf to 
Argyle-houſe.”” — Her chairmen not being in the way, as 
they were accuſtomed never to come for orders till four 


in the afternoon, and the weather being good, her mother 


made no objection to her propoſal; and attended by her 
oꝛon eee John Dean, ſhe walked to Pall-Mall, where 
the Dutcheſs reſides, -* There ſhe ſtayed an hour and a 
half, and then returned in her Grace's chair. The firſt 


queſtion ſhe aſked, on her return, was—if the coach was 
ſent home: being anſwered in the negative, ſhe told her 


mother ſhe would then go, in the Dutcheſs's chair, Wr 
Argyle-houſe ; for that ſhe ſhould not be eaſy till ſhe had 
ſeen the Duke, and told him of what had paſſed the pre- 


ceding evening between her and Mrs. Bowen. She was 
not abſent from hom? more than three quarters of an 


hour, not having ſeen the Duke of Argyle, who ſent her 


word by his porter, that he begged ſhe would come again 
in the evening. On her return from Argyle-houſe, ſhe 


remained with her mother and aunt till about three 
o'clock, when the Dutcheſs of Bedford called for her. 
er and Aunt to go to Mrs. 


D 2 Bowen's, 


1 
; 4 


Bowen's ; whoſe maid-ſervant ſaid 


duced by Mrs. Gunning as a ſtrong corroborative proof 
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Bowen's and procure the letters from her, and after- 
wards to meet her and the Dutcheſs in Hyde-Park, whither 
they accordingly drove.—A few minutes after their de- 
parture, the General's coach returned, when Mrs. Gun- 


ning and Miſs Miniſie immediately repaired to Mrs. 

. miſtreſs was not 
at home, but had left a packet for Mrs. Gunning. The 
Ladies then drove from the door, and opened the packet, 


on the envelope of which, without a date, was the follow- 


ing addreſs to Mrs. Gunning from Mrs. Bowen. 


« For your ſatisfaction my Dr. Mrs. Gunning I en- 
claſe you what gave room to my ſuſþic:ons concerning my 
couſin. Being engaged to ſpend the day with Lady 


Stanton ſhe has called to take me out. 


Vour's ſincerely, | 
4s j Bowen.” 


Encloſed were the two following notes 
Note the Firſt. 
- Superſcribed To Mrs. Bowen. 


« Dear Mrs. 5 | Tueſday. 


« As you ſeem to be in the confidence of mamma, I think 
it right to tell you that you may hint to her that my af- 
fections are engaged to my Couſin Lord Lorne and that 
I am not to be married to Lord Blandford ; as ſhe ſeems to 
think; will you be ſo good as to get the encloſed copyed 
for me? | 

Affectionately yours, 


E. Gunxnnins.” 


The addition of an E to the name of Lord Lorn yis ad- 


that 


s 
My 
. 
) 
| 


ſions of ſatisfaction at the Duke's politeneſs, &c. 


„ 

that the note could not be written by her daughter, who 
was certainly too well acquainted with the name of her 
Codſin, and had written it too often, to have committed 


ſuch an orthographical error. This circumftance, we 


| muſt own, has its weight with us, and, when joined to 


others, ſerves not a little to fix our opinion. 


Note the Second, encloſed in Note the F irſt, written 
on a half-ſheet of paper, without date or direction, 
to be copied by Mrs. Bowen: : 


. Ms 


c I mutt ſay I wiſh you and your daughter had known 
your own minds ſooner in reſpect to my ſon, 


I am your moſt obedient, 
MARLBOROUGH.?” 


The firſt of theſe notes, it muſt be obſerved, is dated 
Tueſday, when the day ſworn to by Mr. and Mrs. Bowen 


as that on which the notes were written, is the 6th of 
February, which was Sunday. 


If the laſt note was 
that which the groom delivered to his maſter, as coming 
from the Duke of Marlborough, how are we to account 
for General Gunning's ſubſequent conduct, his — | 
n 

that caſe, too, we muſt believe Miſs Gunning not only 
to have been guilty of a wanton—becauſe uſeleſs —for- 
gery, in the firſt inſtance, but to have afterwards played 
the hypocrite, in a manner equally unaccountable, by 
telling her mother that ſhe had ſeen the letter at the 
Duke of Argyle's, and was perfectly ſatisfied with the 
contents, —Nay farther, her affidavit (which we ſhall pre 
ſently exhibit) where ſhe declares the ſentiments that let- 
ter inſpired her with, were thoſe of happineſs and grati- 
tude for the honour done her, muſt convict her of a per- 
Jury not leſs wanton and uſeleſs, than the forgery and 
hypocriſy which are aſcribed to her. Our incredulity on 
this point we frankly acknowledge; our opinion, how- 
| ever, 
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ever, we ſhall reſerve for the concluſion, and proceed 
with our narrative. nl eee a ee 
Theſe letters the Ladies pefuſed on their way to the 
Park, where they ſoon came up with the Dutcheſs of 
Bedford.— The two carriages ſtopped “ Have you got 


n -& have, 
my love,” replied her mother, holding them up; and 
you have gained a victory. The catriages not being 
ſufficiently near to enable Mrs. Gunning to give the let- 
ters to her daughter, ſhe followed her out of the Park to 
the top of Arlingron-ftreet, where the Dutcheſs's carriage 
again ſtopped, and one of her Grace's ſervants was ſent 
by Miſs Gunning to- her mother for the letters; they 
then parted. Miſs Gunning went to make viſits with 
the Dutcheſs, and the other two Ladies returned to St. 
James's Place, where the Dutcheſs of Bedford brought 


the letters, mamma ?”—ſaid Miſs Gunning.—“ 


: 
* 


Miſs Gunning about five o'clock ; and during the re- 


mainder of that day, the continued at home with her mo- 


night at the door of their reſpective chambers.—— In the 


111255 


fore a magiſtrate, upon oath, the inference, that muff 
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ther, who did not loſe fight of her till they parted for the 


1 


be drawn from her filence, will indiſputably be fayour. 
able to Miſs Gunning. There can be no poſſible rea< 
ſon for not bringing her forward on this occaſion, ſince 
J maſter and miſtreſs have themſelves ſtood forward, 
by publicly ſwearing to the truth of their own aſſertions, 
Their oaths, being oppoſed by thoſe of the young lady and 
her mother, (at leaft, by the oath of the former, and the 
ſolemn aſſeveration of the latter) abſolutely require to be 

_ corroborated by that of their ſervant. Will it be urged 
that the ſervant was from home at the time? Who, then, 
did open the door ta Miſs Gunning : Somebody muſt; 
and that ſomebody, as being competent to ſpeak to tlie 

fact, ſhould be produced, Once more, we afſert—and 
our aſſertion is fanctioned by reaſon and. juſtice—that if 
this point be not publicly and ſatisfactorily elucidated, the 
triumph of Miſs Gunning is complete. 

On the ſeventh of February, Mrs. Gunning wrote the 
following note to Mrs. Bowen, which ſhe left at her 
lodgings herſelf, while Mrs. Bowen and her hufband 
were at dinner. i MENNONITE 
e Mrs. and Mifs Gunning preſent their compliments 
to Mrs. Bowen, and as they can never have an opportu- 
nity of thanking her in per/on, for putting into their poſſeſ- 

ſion the two black forged letters; one ſuppoſed to be 
written by the Duke of Marlborough to General Gun» 

ning; the other as falſely aſcribed to Miſs Gunning, ad- 
| dreſſed to Mrs. Bowen, they take this method to ſay how 
very ſenſible they are of the good offices intended them. 
Mrs. Gunning begs Mrs. Bowen to recolle& what the 

told her on Saturday night, and the ſolemn aſſeverations 
by which -Mrs. Bowen atteſted the truth of her intelli- 
gence ; having done this, ſhe would then recommend to 
Mrs. Bowen's ſerious peruſal the Pſalms' for this day, as 
their language cannot be miſinterpreted, —Mrs, Gunning 
defires her opera aixs may be returned. 


| St. James's Place , 
= }_ February 7,179, 


„ 


1 ] 


On che ſucceeding morning, Mrs. Gunning found the 
following anonymous note lying on her breaktaſt table: 


MISS MINIFIE, 
ee en 
GENERAL GUNNING's, St. James Place. 

y c Manam, EL Vo 
The reſpect I feel for the character of General 
—— - as yourſelf, makes me very ſincerel 
feel for both. Why two perſons ſo nearly concerned, 
ſhould be laſt undeceived, appears to me extraordinary.— 
Give yourſelves but the trouble to enquire, and all myſ- 
teries will ceaſe.— Apply perſonally to the Dutcheſs of Bed- 
ford, you certainly may rely on her. | 

| 5 A SINCERE FRIEND.” 
„ P. S. Don't be apprehenſive of any duel—none is 
„ 7 7. | 

The only important remark—indeed, the only remark 
worthy of notice—which this letter gives riſe to is, that 
the word Fames, in the ſuperſcription, is preciſely the 


fame, in point of orthography, with that on the ſuper- 


ſcription of the forged letter from the Duke of Marlbo- 
rough.-—The omiſſion of the *s—the ſign of the genitive 
caſe—conſtitutes the fimilarity. The above note, Gene- 
ral Gunning, we are told, afterward avowed- to be the 
production of Captain Bowen, though written in a feigned 
hand ; from whence Mrs. Gunning draws an inference 
too obvious to need explanation, though too dangerous 


for us to dwell upon. —Suffice it to ſay, that a Court of 


Juſtice would receive a ſimilar fact as a ſtrong preſump- 
tive proof, in caſes where ſuch kind of proof is admiſſible, 
In the preſent inſtance, however, it becomes not us to de- 


; cide how far it is applicable. 'The Reader will be equally 


competent with ourſelves to judge of its validity. | 
After breakfaſt, Miſs Gunning accompanied her father 
to the Duke of Argyle's, where ſhe perceived no altera- 


tion in the conduct of his Grace; but, on the contrary, 


expe 


( 29) 
experienced the ſame kind. reception to which ſhe had 
ever been accuſtomed ; nor had ſhe any reaſon to ſuſ- 
pect, from the behaviour of General Gunning, that the 
imputations charged upon her had made any impreſſiqn 
on him. The ſubſequent day, however, exhibited a ned 
and unexpected ſcene to her view. On the morning 
of the ninth, as Miſs Minifie was going to General Gun- 
ning, to inform him of his daughter's indiſpoſition 
| {the violent cough which had induced the Dutcheſs of 
Bedford, the preceding evening to ſend her own phy- 
ſician to her) ſhe was called by him into his drefling 
room. She had no ſooner informed him of Miſs Gun- 
ning's ſituation than he replied, that he was not ſurprized 
at the intelligence, as ſhe had ſuch a load of guilt on her 
mind; obſerving that ſhe had not only forged one letter 
from the Duke of Marlborough, but others ſuppoſed to 
have been written by the Marquis of Blandford ; he 
farther remarked, that ſhe had prevented ,his groom from 
going to Blenheim, and had given him'the letters which 
he was to ſay he had brought from the Duke of Marl- 
borough. Miſs Minihe aſked him how it was poſſible 
for her to procure the ſeals of the Duke and his ſon; 
he anſwered, ſhe had ſeals of all kinds; and that ſhe had 
been at Captain Bowen's lodgings on Sunday morning 
the ſixth, before they gave up the two letters to Mrs. 
. Gunning. * Thoſe oi ſaid Miſs Minifie, were not 
writfen in Miſs Gunning's hand.” „ She can write. all 
. ſorts] of hands, replied the General. The lady then 
mentioned the anonymous note of the preceding morn, 
which he ſaid he knew of, and it was written by Captain 
Bowen: he added that if ſhe would take Miſs Gunning's 
keys, ſhe would find in her box the copies of thoſe veryletters, 
He did not like, he ſaid, to ſpeak to Mrs. Gunning upon 
the ſubje& as they were on bad terms. In compliance 
with the General's deſire, Miſs Minifie went to her niece 
and aſked for the keys of her box; the young lady ſhock- 
ed at her father's ERS immediately delivered them; 
but her aunt found neither paper nor letters but what 
had come from the family of the Duke of Argyle. She 
. returned to 8 and informed him of = „ 
| | I 7 tina 
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but he obſerved that his daughter muſt have burnt the 
letters in queſtion. ' Miſs Minihe told him his daughter 
was innocent of the charge preferred againſt her, and 
was reſolved to vindicate her character from all ſuch im 

utations. * Then,” exclaimed he, ** ſhe will be ruined 
or ever, for in that eaſe the Dyke Marlborough will 
_ proſecute her, and lay her in priſon for life; the only 
thing ſhe has to do, is to go into the country or elſe leave 
England.” She will do neither, replied the lady; ſhe is 
determined to make her innocence appear.” That is 
impoſſible; ſo watch her, for elfe as ſoon as ſhe feels 
the weight of her guilt, ſhe will deſtroy herſelf.” Miſs 
Minifie's patience -was now exhauſted, and ſhe left the 


oom. | 


About an hour after this converſation, the General left 
home ; and at the expiration of another hour he ſtopped at 
the door in his carriage, and ſent for Miſs Minifie, who 
ſtepped into the coach to him Tell my daughter, ſaid 
he, not to go to Argyle-Houſe, for if ſhe attempts it, ſhe 
will not be let in ; the muſt either go into the country or 
elſe leave England.”—* She will do neither, but will ſtay 
and vindicate herſelf,” anſwered Miſs Minifie—*Then ſhe 
muſt quit my houſe.” —Miſs Minifie now left the carriage, 
and the General, calling after her, defired the would tell 
Miss Gunning every thing; which ſhe promiſed to do. 
_ Miſs Minifie repaired to her niece's apartment in à ſtate 
of extreme agitation ; which the young lady obſerving, 
ſhe defired to know the cauſe of it. My love, faid her 
- aunt, I have had a very extraordinary converſation with 
your father :”—ſhe then repeated, with all the caution and 
delicacy the occaſion required, every thing which had paſ- 
ſed between her and the General. Ch, papa, papa !” 
exclaimed her niece, burſting into tears, * is it you who 
falſely accuſe me?“ 5 Us 224d 


It is here neceſſary to remark, that General Gunning, in 


ES” 


his converſation with Miſs Minihe, adverts to other forged 
letters beſides that from the Duke of Marlborough. Theſe 
letters, it ſeems, were addreſſed from the Marquis of Bland- 
ford to Miſs Gunning, in the courſe of their courtſhip, 
and were couched in thoſe terms of . 

| | Alone 


5 


alone could inſpire; they were ſent by the Duke of Ar- 


ryle's ſervants who had been diſpatched by his Grace to 
ord Blandford, and who, if the accuſation of the General 
be founded, muſt all have been bribed by Miſs Gunning. . 
The letters, we underſtand, are ſtill in poſſeſſion of the 
Duke, who, of courſe, by an examination of his ſeryants, 
may eaſily inveſtigate the matter, and learn whether they 
are forgeries or not.—It appears highly improbable—to ſay 
no more—that the young lady, even admitting ſhe had 
the inclination, ſhould have the means to corrupt ſo many 
agents—it is a charge which requires the moſt unequivocal. 
proof before it can ſuperinduce belief, —To return to our 
narrative. | 
The effect which this harſh ſentence of baniſhment, 
prone by a parent, had on the delicate franie and 
uſceptible mind of Miſs Gunning, may be eafily conceiv=- 
ed. Such, indeed, was the anguiſh ſhe experienced, that 


it was late in the evening before ſhe was in a condition to 


obey the ſtern mandate for her expulſion from the houſe 
of her father. She then removed, with her mother and 
aunt, to the hoſpitable manſion of the Dutcheſs of Bed- 
ford. Previous to their departure, the groom, who 
brought the forged letter, deſired to ſpeak with Mrs. 
Gunning, but that lady's reſentment was ſo uncom- 
monly ſtrong as to render her blind to her own inte- 


_ reſt, by commanding the man from her preſence before 
ſhe heard what he had to advance, and without ſeeking 


to procure that uſeful intelligence which it is poſſible he 
might, at this time, have been diſpoſed to communi- 
cate, e = EE 2 


Late on the night of Sunday the twelfth of February, 
the following letter, addreſſed to Miſs Gunning, No. 49, 
Pall Mall, was received by that lady from Mrs. Bowen. 


« If you are not quite loſt to every natural feeling for 
your unhappy parants, through your means diſunited, you 
will inſtantly confeſs your folly to your dr., mother, and 
no longer perſiſt in what will inevitably plunge you into 
diſgrace. Though you have made @ dupe of your mo- 
ther and aunt you cannot. the world I ſhall upbraid 

£2 + | you 


1 


len with the part you have acted in regard to myſelf and 


r. B-—, I leave that to your own conſcience — any 
thing on my part that will be the means of uniting you 
all, conſist ng with truth and honour, you may depend on; 
if you are not equal to the taſk of telling your folly to 
your mother, let me know in what manner I ſhall. As 
the ſincere friend of all, I will co all in my power; for 


God ſake let it be immediately, before the world hears any 


more on the ſub ect am convinced your heart is 


good and have «ny be led by fo!ly—if you are diſpoſed to 


make your family happy, come to me 2n/tantly and tell me 


what | ſhall do, you ſhall ſce none but myſelf, till every 
affair is ſettled to make you all happy—be not ſhy of co- 
ming to me I will receive you with the /incereft love and 
affettion, and hope you will always conſider me as your 
Fincere friend—your father will be induced to take ſteps that 
muſt for ever hurt you in the opinion of the world (as 
ow his own character is at ſtake) the dutcheſs of B—— 
alone will not be ſufficient to protect you againſt the opi- 
nion of the world, beſides at her time of life, in the courſe 
of nature ſhe cannot live long, how much more reſpecta- 
ble will you appear in the world protected by your father. 
your preſent ſituation only will make you the ridi- 


cule of the town, conſult your reaſon and your judgement 


and follow the dictates of your heart, which I am ſure will 


lead you to act with ſincerity and affection to your very 


unhappy parants. For God ſake be as ſoon as poſſible ac- 
commodated, for all your mutual advantage; read this 
twice with attention and let me have a line to inform me 
you will act according to my earne/? wiſhes for all your 
happineſs, but remember zo time ts to be loft. Come to me, 
my dear couſin, inftantly, and let us conſult what is to be 
done for your happineſs, and how chearfully will I under- 


 kake it. | 


z 


53 155 Adieu, your's . 

. Duoen Street. | ES es 
I have ſent Mr, B but of the way on purpoſe. 

| e e Sunday 


A. I (iWw OO nee 


(.33 ) 


| Sunday even, half paſt Sir. 
7 © have been denyed to every one who calld on me, and 
would not go out leſt I ſhould be aſked any queſtions 


concerning you, whilſt I ſaw a poſſibility of making up 
matters. 


We are by no means diſpoſed to criticiſe the fyle and 
diction of this curious epiſtle ; a very few remarks on its 
contents will ſuffice for our purpoſe. Miſs Gunning is 
here accuſed of having diſunited her parents, and by the 
moſt artful machinations, and a long train of deceptions 
the moſt culpable, made dupes of her mother and aunt— 
yet this conduct, which certafnly merits the harſheſt a 


pellation that offended virtue could beſtow, and if it be 
not actually vice, approaches ſo near to it, that the line of 


diſcrimination is moſt difficult: to be drawn, is benevo- 
lently ſoftened by her indulgent monitor into folly; this 
fool too, is adviſed to conſult her reaſon and her judgment : 
and for what muſt ſhe conſult them? Why, forfooth, 
that ſhe may follow the diclates of her HEART III It is 
the firſt time we have been told that the heart is the reſi- 
dence of reaſon and judgment !—She is repreſented as 
having made her parents very unhappy, through the diſ- 


cord which her machinations have tended to ſow be- 
| tween them, and yet her kind inſtructreſs tells her ſhe 


is convinced that ſhe has a good heart. It muſt be ac- 
knowledged at leaſt, that this mode of diſplaying her 
goodneſs is peculiar to herſelf ! But this conviction of 
her goodneſs was indeed neceſſary to authorize thoſe 
eurious profeſſions of /incere/? love and gr which this 
very ffncere friend makes to her, in ſpite of her ly! 
To be plain; ſuch a ſtrange compound of inconſiſten- 
cies—ſuch an olio of nonſenſe - never befere diſgraced the 
pen of a woman. oa 5 
After Miſs Gunning had, in compliance with her fa. 


ther's commands, removed from his houſe, and the mo- 
tives and concomitant circumſtances of this family rup- 
ture, had become the topic of converſation in the fa- 


ſhionable circles, it was deemed neceſſary that ſhe ſhould 


adopt ſome deciſive line of conduct for the vindication 


of 
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siven him for that purpoſe, 


| _ ” 


bf her fame. None appeared, in her fruntion: ſo pro⸗ 


ing oat 


Accuſatibns alledged. 

1. I am accuſed of having 
written letters in the name of 
the Duke of Marlborough and 
of Lord Blandford, and alſo of 
writing anonymous letters, 


2. I am accuſed of .going to 
Mrs. Bawen's lodgings, on Sun- 
day, the fixth of February, 
about the forged letters produced 


by ber. 


| 


z- 1 am accuſed of having 
bribed papa's groom, not to go 
to Blenheim with a letter 
from papa to the Duke of Marl. 
berough, and a narrative of my 
writing which I had drawn out 
at the requeſt of papa for the 
Ree (as he faid) of being 

t to:the Duke and Dutcheſs 
of Marlborough ; that I bribed 
the groom not really to go to 
Blenheim, but to /ay be had 
been there, and to deliver, as 
coming from the Duke of Marl - 
borough, a letter that I had | 


per, as that of making a ſolemn affidavit, before a magi- 

ſtrate, of her innocence with reſpe& to the charges pre- 

ferred againſt her. For this purpoſe, in-the afternoon of 

Mondsa 7 the fourteenth of F ebruary, ſhe took the follow- 
4 P . * „ 3 43 ; © i ; 0 


| Anſwers on Oath. 

1. I never have written, nor 
cauſed to be written any letter, 
or note, in my whole life, in 4 
diſguiſed hand, by a fictitious 
name or anonymous. 

2. I never was in Mrs. 
Bowen's lodgings in my life ; I 
never met her by appointment 
or by chance, at any third place : 
the only place at which I have 
ever ſeen her, has been at my 
father's houſe, or in my father's 
carriage, and never without my 
mama or my aunt being preſent. 


ter in my life; I never ſpoke to 


| [her confidentially on any ſub- 


Jet whatever. | 
3. I never ſpoke to papa's 
groom; or cauſed him to be 
ſpoken to, prior to, or on the 
ſubject of, his Jourticy to Blen- 
heim; I gave him no orders whats 
ever, orany letter whatever, or 
any bribe whatever, I believed 
he had been at Blenheim, and 
that the letter he brought back 
was from the Duke of Marl- 
boroughi; and I feit happy and 
grateful for the honour his Grace 
had done me. 


This 


I never wrote her a note or a let- 


a ca. a 


55 18 $8) 

This oath, which we once more aſſert, to be as ſolemn, 
unequivocal and decifive, as an honeft and judicious ſe- 
lection of expreſſions could make it, was adminiſtered by 
Juſtice Hyde, witneſſed by two gentlemen of prohity, and 
ſigned by Miſs Gunning herſelf. Prefixed to it was this 
ſerious preamble, © As | may perhaps, from my time of 
life, be ſuppoſed to underſtand the nature of the folemn 
oath | am about to take, to atteſt my. innocence of the 
above charges, I beg to aſſure the magiſtrate wha ſhall 
adminiſter the oath to me and the witneſſes preſent, that I 
know, on the truth of what I aſſert depends my character 
in this world and my everlaſting ſalvation in the world to 


k. GUNNING-” 


If, after a declaration thus explicit and ſolemn, the lady 
ſhall be proved for nothing leſs than proof the moſt poſitive 
can induce us to doubt her veraCity—to have been guilty 
of a falſhood, her perjury muſt be wilful indeed, and muſt 
conſequently incur the ſevereſt reprobation. 

The day after Miſs Gunaing had taken tho above oath, _ 
ſhe received a note from her father, informing her that he 
| bad ſeen her atteſtations, and aſking her if ſhe would con- 
feſs that ſhe was at Mrs. Bowen's lodgings, on Sunday the 
ſixth of February, and there wrote two letters. This queſ- 
tion was moſt groſsly mis-timed, and—to ſay no worſe of it 
—moſt groſsly improper, as a compliance with the requeſt 
it intimated, though it did not expreſs, muſt have affixed 
the guilt of perjury on his child. Had he even been fur- 
niſhed with proofs of her guilt, it was not ſurely the office 
of a father to expoſe it; it was not becoming in him to 
exact an acknowledgment from his daughter, that ſhe was 
a perjured wretch |— This application experienced the fate 
it deſerved. | par | 5 | 
In order to ptevent any diſagreeallie intruſion, of which 

ſhe was apprehenſive, Mrs. Gunning delivered to the ſer- 
vant a liſt of thoſe perſons whoſe viſits ſhe wiſhed to re- 
ceive, with expreſs orders to exclude all others. A ſtran- 
ger, however, of decent appearance, preſenting himſelf at 
the door, on Friday, the eighteenth of February, and en- 
quiring very civilly for Mrs. Gunning, obtained admit- 
9 ; tance, 
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a | 
tance, and the ſervant carried a meſſage to the lady, fignli- 
fying that the gentleman would be glad to ſee her for five 


minutes. The anſwer was, that Mrs. Gunning ſaw no 


company. A ſecond meſſage was, in a few minutes, deli- 
_ vered to her—ſaying that he came from Lady Lumm, and 
had ſomething to communicate from her Jadyſhip, — 
This had no better effect, but the ſtranger was not diſcou- 
raged, he ſent her word that he was à phyſician, and his 
name Smith, and that Lady Lumm, underſtanding Mrs. 
Gunning was in a very bad ſtate of health, had ſent him 
to viſit her. Mrs. Gunning, however, ſtill perſiſting in 
Ber refuſal to: ſee him, he appeared much mortified, and 
at laſt acknowledged that he came on the unhappy divigon 
that had taken place in General Gunning's family, and 
that if ſhe would but admit him to her preſence tor five 
"minutes, he could impart fomething that he was certain 
muſt give her great ſatisfaCtion, or if the refuſed him he 
hoped ſhe would have no objection to receive a note from 


bim. But the lady was inexorable—unreaſonably fo, we 


think ;—he therefore left the houſe with a declaration, that 
me ſhould certainly repent her obſtinacy, and with many 
expreſſions of pity for the unhappy ſituation of poor Miſs 
Gunning.—The day after this, the ladies left Pall Mall, 
and removed tollodgings in St. James's Street, where they re- 
mained unmoleſted till the twenty third, on the evening 
of which day they were honoured with a call from a gen- 
tleman of reſpectability, who left with them the copies of 


fix affidayits, intended to be made by Captain Bowen, his 


wife; the General's groom, and, (we believe) three of his 
other ſervants. Theſe were accompanied by a propoſal to 
Mrs. Gunning-— that if ſhe would fupprefs her projected 
«yindication,” the General would, on his part, ſuppreſs 
them. — To this Mrs, Gunning replied, that ſhe refuſed 
his propoſals, and was not intimidated by his threats; 


that the innocence &:Ihis daughter Huα,j,j e exemplified, 


and being conſcious that the power of publiſhing or ſup- 
preſſing, centered entirely in herſelf, ſhe would moſt chear- 
fully perſiſt in her fixed and unalterable reſolution, though 


her death were to be the immediate and inevitable conſe- 


quence thereof. {0 RN fp 
Together with the copies of the affidavits, was the fol- 
— Pu lowing 


with to ſen 


: 
* 


(37) 
lowing copy of a letter from Miſs Gunving to Mrs, Box- 
en, n of 'which the Captain and his Wife 
Fwore the following day, February the twenty-foutth,  * 
4920! ae F137 13% 1 


„ | Eight o click Tueſday. 
„ You will, my dear Mrs. Bowing, be ſurpriſed at 


receiving a note from me ſo early, but when I tell yon my 


motive you will I am ſure interceed with Mr. Bowen 
to pardon the liberty I am going to take and Faye 10 
requeſt, I will tell you in a very few words the ſitua- 
tion I have for ſome time been in. Mama weed to 
Lord B — though every thing he did right while 1 was 
merely a cypher in the whole affair and indeed to tell 
you the truth that was the only light 1 wiſhg to be 
conſiderd in for tho I acknowledge him to be very ami- 


long devoted to another within this week I haye * 
papa ſo far on my fide as to repreſent to him tha 


. 


10 L lat 1 
was diſpleafd with the condug of Lord B. ahd as 


r 


to write it of fair for me 2s 1 wrote it from memory and 


clock for the co . hope Mr, Bowing will have the goog- 


LE 


2 orning at Argyle houſe I write in ſuch a h I 4s 
—_ believe you will be able to read this. Pe 
. Ever yours afteftionately 


E. GUNNING, 


The vulgarity of ſtyle, incorrectneſs of orthography, 
and A ef punctuation, which are viſible 2406.9 — 
this letter, render it very unlike. the production of a 
young woman of education, deſigned to occupy a diſ- 
tinguiſhed place in the circle of faſhion. 5 
The want of a date in ſome meaſure augments the 
difficulty of detection, but it is evident from the con- 


* 


tents that it was intended to be underſtood as having 


been written the day after the receipt of the forged 
letter in the name of the Duke of * 
is on the foprth of February—but the fourth of Feb- 
ruary was on a Thurſday, inſlead of a Tueſday, How 
3s -this contradiftion to be reconciled—and how will 
this pretended letter of Miſs Gunning's correſpond 
with that which ſhe is ſaid to have written on the 
Firth at Mrs. Bowen's lodgings, or with that which 
the is ſaid then to have incloſed for Mr. Bowen to 
copy? That of the Sixth we muſt obſerve is like- 
| wiſe dated Tueſday. If this was the letter to which 
Mrs. Bowen alluded in her converſation with Mrs. 
G. on the Fifth, how came ſhe not to give it her with 
the others? There appears, however, to have. been no 
mention of more than one pair of letters—but whether 
the converſation was the reſult of the letters, or the 
reverſe was the fact, it is not for us to decide—we 
ſhall only obſerye, that if Mrs Bowen did really receive 
the letter aboye and the other of the Sixth from Miſs 
Gunning, both her conduct and converſation appear 
to us moſt ſtrangely inconſiſtent. At all events, there 
muſt be groſs and wilful perjury either in the young 
Jady or in ſome of her accuſerz. The ſame queſtion here 
occurs with regard to theſe letters as to the others—viz.— 
 $vhen were they delivered; by whem, and to whom ? 
On the evening of the Twenty-fifth, as Mrs. Gun- 
ing, her daughter and fiſter, were converſing — 2 
| Bp | e 


ws 


( 39 ) 
Jingle knock at the door was heard, and on the ſer- 
vant opening it, Mrs. Bowen ruſhed into the paſſige 
without uttering a ſyllable, and paſſed into the room 
where they were fitting; the ladies immediatel , roſe * 
from their ſeats in order to leave the apartment, and 
Mrs Gunning, as ſhe paſſed Mrs. Bowen, exclaimed, 
Bold wicked woman] how dare you enter my houſe ?” 
Mrs. Bowen cried out, © my dear Mrs. Gunning, 1 am 
come as a friend, ſtop, for God's Take; it is all 4 miſ- 
take,” Her efforts to ſtop the ladies however proved in- 
effectual; as they aſcended the ſtair caſe, they herd a 
ſcuffle between the ſervant and Captain Bowen, wlio ſaid, 
he would go wherever his wife was: but Mrs. Bowen 
calling out that they were all. ſtark ſtaring. mad,” and 
deſiring him not to give himſelf the trouble to come up, 
he prudently defiſted from the attempt; and they both 
retired, the Captain leaving the following meſſage with 
the ſeryants— Tell them,” faid he, © they will repent 
of their folly; I came to ſave them from deſtruction, to- 
morrow will be a terrible day for them, and in three 
days Miſs Gunning will be Tent to Newgare.” This 
meſſage was highly improper to be entruſted to a ſervant, 
and from whatever motives it might proceed, the threat 
contained in it was founded in falſhood, and bettayed a 
want of feeling. The abruptneſs of their intrufion alarm- 
ing Mrs. To ſhe ordered her lawyer to write to 
them on the ſubje&, in conlequerice of which the Cap- 
tain waited on him, and defired him to inform his 
client that ſhe ſhould experience no farther trouble from 
him and Mrs. Bowen. | | 
On the evening of the ſucceeding Moriday, General 
Gunning ſent the nn note to His daughter. 


. | | Monday Evening. 

« From an heart that ſtill feels moſt ſenſibly the * 
tions of a father for her who was dearly belov'd, proceeds 
this letter. That afflicted father deſires an interview with 
his unfortunate daughter, in which ſhe may depend on 
having no more to fear than the workings of an anxious 


and perhaps overindulgent yn. The ume. and. place 


\ 


6 bo 
of meeting is left entirely to her who 3s, even now, dear 
„ ARS ou ag.” 


= 4H{ 21. 


- 


% Send an anfiver ſcaled with red wax by the bearer. 


I have opened the note. and made it wp in the form of a 


Norton Street, Portland Place,” 


letter. I ſup to night in Soho Square, I lodge at Ne. 13, 


To this letter, Viſs Gunning immediately returned 


the following auſwer. 


= "= | Monday Evening. 
„ Turn'd from your doors, defenceleſs, pennyleſs, and 

robbed by vou of what is and ever will be dearer than my 

life—my character - fligmatiſed for forgeries which thoſe 


- . 


who really did forge the letters and you, fir, , know | am 


as innocent of, as Heaven is free from fraud ; yov who 1 
never in my life offended in thought, word, or deed, to 


caſt me out upon the wide world as a guilty creature, wheti 


you know my heart would not have harboured a thought, 


that could have diſhonoured you, myfelf, or my ſex; and 
after you had thrown me off, to purſye me as you would 


the bittereſt of your enemies; to raiſe up falſe witneſſes 


to cfuſh that child whom you ſhould have protected with 
your life; innocent, as I again repeat, you fn me to be, 
even had I been guilty, which God be praiſed I am not, 
- you ſhould have @reened me, and your chaſtiſements 


10uld have been ſoftened by pity. You call me unfortu- 
nate I am unfortunate; who has made me ſo ? This 
unfortunate never will appear in your prefence, till you 
announce, and that in the moſt public and moſt unequi- 
vocal manner, to the whole world, how much ſhe has been 
wronged by ſcandalous contrivances and unheard of ca- 


* 


k. GUNNING. 


We could moſt willingly forbear to make any remarks 
75 thefe letters, could we imagine that they would, in the 
alleſt degree, tend to widen the breach between father 


and child That breach, however, unfortunately, appears 


Wa ar KG of ws wb 
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to be irreparable It is our fincere wiſh that appearances 
may prove deceitful. Had not the General's note intima- 
ted a perſeverance in his conviction of his daughter's 
gailt, we think he had certainly a right to expe#, if not ta 
command, a compliance with the requeſt it contained. An 
interview might poſſibly have led to a reconciliation, 
equally deſireable to both parties; and we cannot perceive 
any evil confequences that could have reſulted from it.— 

e are perfectly aware that there are bounds to be placed 
as well to parental authority as to filial obedience but 
ſuch limits are not to be fixed by thoſe who are intereted 
in their extent—they require a nicety of diſcrimination 
incompatible with prejudice or partiality —a' coolneſs of 
decifion, which reaidh may command, but which paſſion 
can never exert. —Swayed by theſe ſentiments, we cannot 
withold our cenfure on ſome parts of Miſs Gunning's an- 
ſwer. Impreſſed with a deep ſenſe of the injuries ſhe had 
ſuſtained, it is not, indeed, ſurprizing that her remonſtran- 
ces ſhould be ſerious and pointed; but her declaration at 
the concluſion of her letter, we conceive, not to be the 
neceffary conſequence of her ſituation; and nothing but 
neceſſity could poſſibly ſanction it; to require, as the in- 
diſpenſable preliminary to an iaterview, that her father 
ſnould acknowledge he had been deceived, would have been 
perfectly conſiſtent with reaſon, but to exact a public re- 
tractation of what he had advanced, a confeſſion that he 
had joined in (4now?ng ly ) preferring falſe accuſations againſt 
his child, was to entorce a requeſt which it was neither 
decent for her to advance nor proper for him to eomply 
with. . 

Having thus completed our narrative of this ſtrange 
tranſaction, and endeavoured to elucidate thoſe points 
which are moſt involved in obſcurity, by indicating to our 
readers certain data whereon to found the diſcrimination 
of truth from falſhood, we ſhall conclude by ſome few re- 
flections on the ſubje& which naturally occur. — Mrs. 
Gunning; in her Vindication,” which was evidently 
written under the ſtrong influence of reſentment, has, in 
many inſtances, ſuffered her feelings to obſcure lier rea- 
ſon, Hence, by an injudicious attenuation of circum- 
ſtances, ſhe has greatly contributed to weaken the —_— 

| | Walch, 
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which, in a more ſimple and compatt ſtate, they were well 


calculated to produce: when a variety of reſources were 
open to her, and a proper ſelection was eaſy to make, ſhe has 
frequently fixed on ſuch modes of defence and attack, as are 
moſt inadequate to her purpoſe, eagerly graſping at a ſtraw, 
when a more ſteady ſupport is at hand. She has often 
disfigured the page of truth by the ebullitions of paſſion, 
—rarited where ſhe ſhould have argued—appealed to the 
feelings inſtead of the judgment—and diſguſted her rea- 
dets by clogging a narrative of facts, that ought to have 
been exempt from every ſpecies of extraneous embelliſh- 
ment, with indecent invectives, ſuperfluous inſinuations, 
ill-timed raillery, and with fulſome effuſions of maternal 
dotage, which, however excuſeable in the nurſery, are cir- 
tainly miſplaced in a pamphlet intended for public peruſal. 
—But though candour compels us to notice theſe imper- 
fections, the cruel ſituation in which Mrs. Gunning was 
placed, will certainly be conſidered as a palliation that ought 


do exempt her from the ſeverity of critical cenſure. One 


circumſtance, however, of a different complexion, can 
have no claim to a ſimilar exemption, as, in our ap rehen- 
ſion, it bears a ſtrong appearance of duplicity. 5 he lad 

(p. 89 of her Vindication) reproaches her opponents with 
having accuſed her of novel-writing- particularly of ha- 


ving written a novel, called Vu tbham- Abbey, a book, which 


ſhe declares ſhe never ſaw or heard of.— But would it not 
have beeti more fair and candid—inſtead of confining 


herſelf to a ſimple negative of one part of the charge—to_ 


acknowledge that ſhe had written or aſſiſted in writing, 
novels, [the confeſſion would have done her no diſcre- 
dit] and to inform her adverſaries that their v15TAKE (for 
ſach it evidently was) aroſe from confounding the title of 
one novel, which was written by the M/s Minifies, with 
that of another which was nstz—viz :—Barford: Abbey, with 
Taltham- Abbey Sas the | now ſtands. a reader who 
knows nothing of Mrs. Gunning but what he colle&s 
from her pamphlet, would naturally ſuppoſe that ſhe 
meant wholly to deny the charge of novel-writing- and 
indeed the petulance with which ohe part of the charge is 
repelled, and the expreſſions uſed on the occaſion, evidently 
ſcem calculated to encourage ſuch a ſuppoſition. 


The 


T 
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The only part of the General's conduct, upon which 
we ſhall venture to animadvert—in addition to the ob- 
jections we have already ſuggeſted—1s the haſty expulſion 
of his daughter from her paternal home. We are fully 
aware that the honour of a ſoldier ſhould not only be 
preſerved unpolluted, but, like the —_— of the Ro- 
man dame, ſhould be even exempt from ſuſpicion. We 
are not, however, ſo deſtitute of reaſon as ta ſtand forth 
the advocates of that tyrannieal prejudice (too fre- 
quently miſtaken for genuine honour) wheſe deſpotic 
voice is exerted to filence the dictates of nature, aud 
exults in rebelling againſt the plaineſt principles of hu- 
manity—thoſe diQates and thoſe principles true honour 
always tends to enſorce—never to oppoſe. We know not, 
indeed, any ſtandard by which bonour can be tried, ſo 
infallible as that which nature and humanity afford. IF 
its ſuggeſtions prove repugnant to their laws, it cannot be 
flerli/ng. Conſcience is the ſource of honour; and from 
a ſource ſo pure, nothing polluted can ſpring. *' 

Had the guilt of Miſs Gunning been eſtabliſhed be- 
yond the. poſhbility of-a doubt, her father could not, even 
then, have been juſtified in ſo violent an exertion of 
ſeverity an exertion as erroneous in its motives as bane- 
ful in its effects. The Duke of Argyle, to whom he 
appears to have been moſt anxious to juſtify his charace 
ter is a father as well as a ſoldier ; his Grace could never 
have ſuppoſed a diſſolution of all paternal ties neceſſary 
for the vindication of any man's fame; nor could his 
judgment be fo blinded as not to perceive that the mea- 
{ure was not more raſh than ineffefual. In ſhort, we con- 
ceive it to be the duty of a parent to ſcreen rather than 
expoſe the errors of a guilty child; by indulgent exhor- 
tations to move her to repentance, rather than by unna- 
tural rigour to drive her to deſpair. If any ſentiment 
impel the adoption of a different line of conduct, it me- 
rits not the name of honour—it is a dangerous inmate, 
that ſhould immediately be expelled from the mind. 

If then, on the ſuppoſition of his daughter's guz/z, the 
conduct of the General be ſo obnoxious to ccnſure— 
what ſhould we ſay of it, were we to admit even the peſ- 
fibility of her innocence more, much more than either 
J prudence 


( 44 ) 
rudence would warrant or inclination ſuggeſt. In fach 
caſe, we truſt, the — 4 of the father would be ſuf- 
ficiently acute to conſtitute the ſevereſt pyniſhment that 
even ſuch cruelty could deſerve. > | 
Io another principal agent in this ſtrange buſineſs, 
wethink i neceſſary to add a few words of admonition, 
We underſtand, — by public report—that Captain Bowen 
is about to inſtitute a proceſs for defamation againſf Mrs, 
Gunaing- That he ſhould take every neceſſary ſtep for 
glearing his character from the foul. imputations Which 
have been caſt upon it, is certainly right; but is the in- 
tended ſuit a meaſure of this defcription ?—we cannot 
gonceive it there are other modes of. vindicating his 
» ame leſs fai}acious and more effectual at ſome of theſe 
we have hinted in the courſe of our ſtrictures. The 
wife of his friend and his patron has ſnrely ſtrong 


4 claims—on her huſband's account—to lenity and for- 
| bearance, and decency requires that every ſtep he means | 
4 to purſue againſt her, ſhould be ſanctioned by neceſ- 
q Kitty the moſt urgent and manifeſt. But ſhould he dif- 
1 fer in opinion from us, and perſiſt in the intention 
1 aſcribed to him, we warn him that the nature of his 
action will be uniyerſally received as a full explanation 
. . Of his ſentiments. He has probably informed himſelf, 
0 ere this, that the modes of proceeding in the caſe of 
E a libel are two-fold—cximinally, by indictment or infor- 
. mation; and civilly, by an action for damages. In 
the firſt caſe, the defendant—by a proviſion repug- 


nant to common. ſenſe, and diſgraceful to the king- 
dom—is debarred from adducing evidence to prove that 
| the matter alledged fo be /ibellpus is founded in fad. 
| Hence this mode pf proceeding becomes favourable to 
the gratification of revenge, but hoſtile tq the elucida- 
tion of truth, In the latter caſe, where the damages given 


| | are proportioned to the injury ſuſtained, the defendant is 
1 allowed to prove the veracity of his aſſertions; this, 
= - therefore, is the only mode of proſecution to which 
| Captain . Bowen, can, with propriety, have recourſe, 
4 ſince it will afford him an opportunity of aſſerting his 
1 own rectitude, and of covering his enemies — 4 — 
4 and confuſion, It will not be objected, that the dama- 
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ges would fall on his friend ; becauſe he will have it 
in his power to remit them. We need not ſay more 
let him ſeriouſly refle@ on our advice and intimations— 
he will find them worthy his intentions. | 
We ſhall conclude by anſwering a, queſtion which, of 
late, has heen frequently advanced, but never replied to 
—viz, <* What intereſt can a parent poſſibly have in imped- 
ing the felicity of his child? it is —_ that a parent— 
we mult not be underſtood to allude to any exiſting, or 
eren probable caſe—whoſe daughter's attractive charms 
have procured her the offer of an union with the man of 
her choice - may; from motives of avarice, object to the 


connection, and, though opulent himſelf, may ſeek to 


impede her felicity that he may not open his purſe—we 
cruſt that no ſuch parents exiſt—but their exiſtence is 
certainly within the limits of pogsrBILITY ! 
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